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1. Introduction

When Lefebvre theorized the production of space in 2012, he failed to predict how influential virtual space would
become. However, with the growing use of online information, capitalist societies are now relying on virtual space
information. These changes cause complex transformations in the composition of the spatial structure of the city,
and online space leads to the division of the real space of cities. The new process has had a significant impact on
the production of contemporary space and has turned cities into places of limited and selective experiences for
people. Online platforms, including Instagram, play a significant role in creating new visual values for cities.

In Isfahan, a city undergoing transformation and modernization processes, there have been many changes in urban
spaces. This research examines the field evidence of spatial changes caused by tourism and the effects of online
images in Isfahan. Through the effects of virtual media, Isfahan has adopted a new logic of space production
strategies. Finally, the research focuses on the interdependence of physical and virtual space, the cognitive transfer
of individual experiences, and the effects of emotions on the understanding of the city. It deals with the
development of the concept of space production in theorizing.

2. Literature Review

Lefebvre (2012) introduced the theory of space production, defining space as a social product. He posited that,
with the evolution of capitalism, activities are situated in urban spaces as commaodities for production and
consumption. The production of space operates on three levels: perceived space (the production and reproduction
of spatial relations), imagined space (the order of relations and knowledge), and lived space (experiences lived
through images and symbols). In the contemporary era, virtual space plays a crucial role in space production. These
virtual spaces influence people's perceptions of real spaces through the creation and sharing of online content. This
influence not only limits and stereotypes real images but also directs tourist attention to specific spaces. In this
context, various theories, including those of Bourdieu, Goffman, and Baudrillard, highlight the significant role of
social consumption and impression management in space production and differentiation. Additionally, the impact
of media and social networks on shaping spaces and influencing public perceptions of cities and regions is well-
defined. Harvey (2001) describes space-time compression as occurring when spatial points are placed on a larger
scale of interactions. Initially associated with significant profits, over time, capital exits circulation, leading to
contradictions when technological progress results in unemployment. This compression represents a change in the
representation of the world by altering the qualities of space and time.

Economic processes and government projects can induce spatial changes, potentially creating contradictions
between productivity and spatial mobility. The introduction of virtual space expands the production of imagined
spaces through virtual networks and tastes. Lefebvre (2012) asserts that, despite capitalist efforts, ownership and
consumption of collective spaces cannot be entirely privatized. The public sphere, crucial for socio-critical
discussions and the emergence of democratic concepts, remains a social and intellectual space. Views from
Habermas (2010) and Simmel (2012) on the public sphere and indifferent relations in the city influence urban
activists. Social networks play a significant role in shaping user preferences and impacting urban space. The
spatially coherent pattern of online data correlates with user preferences, and research indicates emerging
experiential effects of virtual space on the built environment. Concepts such as Bourdieu's distinction, Baudrillard's
symbolic value, and Goffman's impression management represent social actions in interaction with spaces and
their values. These actions are influenced by social networks and individual choices, leading to the existence of a
new value system. In summary, perceived space undergoes pressure from contemporary space transformations,
reshaping value systems to align with changing social and cultural demands.
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3. Methodology

The research method employed in this study is ethnography, a qualitative research approach that delves into social
relations and behaviors within urban spaces. The primary aim of this ethnography is to gain a profound
understanding of the changes and space dynamics in urban areas, with a specific focus on Isfahan city. Ethnography
is well-suited for capturing the intricate compositions found in modern cities and for identifying emerging
influences, such as those from virtual space. The method utilizes purposeful and theoretical sampling concurrently
and incorporates unstructured interviews as part of the data collection process. Data collection follows the
researcher's needs, with the researcher concluding the process when they believe that sufficient meaningful data
have been obtained. This method enables a deep comprehension of the transformations occurring in contemporary
urban spaces, providing insights that might be challenging to capture through other research approaches.

4. Results

The axial coding process has resulted in the identification and grouping of concepts that share similar meanings
into six distinct categories: types of content producers in the virtual space, characteristics of content production in
the virtual space, transformation of attitudes towards travel, narratives presented on virtual platforms, the pursuit
of trends, and individual and spatial representation.

In the intricate web of space production, the mental perspectives of content producers in virtual space significantly
influence the portrayal of places and activities undertaken by tourists. Viewing these individuals as cultural
producers unveils the decoding process of urban spaces and the subsequent effects on the broader community.
Notably, these content producers can be classified into four groups based on data characteristics and geographic
locations: Locals, Chasers, Influencers, and Followers.

Instagram emerges as a platform for detailed analyses of urban spaces, revealing a shift in values within
modern spaces. Tourist areas are reimagined as content producers strive to attract visitors to novel destinations.
These analyses delve into experiences, scrutinizing the physical attributes and quality of spaces. Certain areas are
spotlighted as key economic and social hubs, while others face marginalization. Content producers, while sharing
personal experiences, also aim to bolster their reputation and generate economic profit by endorsing spaces and
personal brands. Despite a focus on personal gain, many stress their social objectives, seeking to maintain
credibility in a sphere where economic motivations could compromise the perceived value of spaces.

Fear of losing credibility among an audience reliant on online information prompts content producers to
carefully curate their virtual content. This fear, stemming from limited tourist budgets and time constraints, pushes
individuals to engage with influencers and content producers for curated virtual experiences.

Images of individuals alone in introduced spaces convey sentiments of loneliness, isolation, and
individualism. A prevalent trend among the younger generation is isolation that portrayed as a means to connect
with others. These depictions substitute physical travel experiences, particularly during economic downturns when
financial constraints impede traditional travel. Urban indifference, interpreted as a way to escape congestion and
time-space compression, underscores a societal tolerance for differences.

The mediaization of worth-visiting spaces results in an influx of tourists and residents, impacting service
availability. Virtual spaces not only thrust businesses into the spotlight but also transform physical spaces, creating
surreal fantasies that commercialize historic textures and rebrand areas to attract tourists.

Goffman's exploration of impression management in social behavior aligns with the contemporary virtual
landscape where individuals present polished narratives. Habermas defines the private sphere as an aspect shielded
from public display, highlighting the shift towards curated, aesthetically pleasing narratives in the virtual space
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era. The loss of behind-the-scenes narratives may compromise the authenticity of the tourist experience, as visitors
are drawn toward visually appealing representations

Young tourists, particularly those unfamiliar with Isfahan, seek budget-friendly experiences aligned with
virtual space values. Changing behavioral patterns may stem from broader social and economic shifts, prompting
people to align with social trends for perceived social progress. Visual impact, driven by Instagram images and
digital maps, plays a crucial role in shaping tourists' perceptions and choices, potentially overshadowing local
details and authentic stories.

The transition from word-of-mouth to digital communication marks online data as a primary information
source for tourists. Social networks and online platforms, utilizing artificial intelligence, offer personalized
recommendations. Instagram images not only influence space design but also shape tourists' social lives. The
pursuit of self-satisfaction through the curation of virtual identity accelerates the shift from real to virtual identity.
As digital communication reshapes tourism dynamics, the impact of online representations on tourist behavior
remains a significant aspect of contemporary travel experiences.

5. Conclusion

In the contemporary era, the influence of virtual space on the production of space is very prominent. Modern
societies rely on online information, and tourists depend on online data. These changes have led to different
classifications of spaces in real and virtual geography. Research findings show that the effects of space production
in the contemporary era are determined from various angles, including perspectives from people such as tourists
and business owners. This research presents new models and concepts for the production of space in the modern
era, particularly focusing on the city of Isfahan. Examining content producers and the characteristics of content
production in virtual space reveals how these individuals influence and value spaces in the virtual realm.
Additionally, it explores the role of virtual networks in commercializing and drawing attention to urban spaces
and contexts. The study explains how this process alters the economic logic and cognitive processes of tourists,
ultimately enhancing our understanding of the impact of virtual space on both tourists and urban spaces in the
contemporary era.
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